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<Opening Session> 

Kim, Mi-young, Vice Governor for Economy of Gangwon Provincial Government, welcomed 

delegates to the Third Meeting of the Advisory Committee of Subnational Governments as a 

representative of the residents of Gangwon 

Province.   

Park, Yeon-hee, director of ICLEI-Local 

Governments for Sustainability – Korea Office 

added that she hopes this advisory meeting for 

local governments can benefit not only the 

global committee members, but also domestic 

local governments and its related parties while 

discussing more efficient and systematic ways 

for enhancing biodiversity. 

André Mader, Programme Officer at the 

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD), gave a presentation about the 

CBD’s expectation for COP12 and various 

mechanisms for local governments to participate. 

He said, “Because cities are responsible for the 

majority of production and consumption activities, challenges in cities are global challenges. 

Among the 20 Aichi Targets, local governments have a primarily role in regulating foreign 

species through ports and airports, enhancing public awareness, achieving sustainable 

consumption and production, and designating protected areas.” 

Shela Patrickson, manager of ICLEI’s global Cities Biodiversity Center (CBC), announced the 

first draft of the ‘Gangwon Declaration’ for the first time. Then, she discussed the necessity of 

organizing the contents of the declaration for conveying a strong message from cities and 

subnational governments across the world, to be read at the Ministerial segment of the CBD COP 

12. 

Kim, Mi-young, Vice Governor for 

Economy of Gangwon Provincial 

Government: 

“I hope that this meeting provides 

opportunities for sharing domestic and 

international information, and 

strengthening the ability of local 

governments prior to the Biodiversity 

Summit for Cities and Subnational 

Governments 2014 that will take place on 

October 12
th

-14
th

 in Pyeongchang, 

Gangwon Province, alongside the 12
th

 

Conference of the Parties (COP) for the 

Convention on Biological Diversity 

(CBD).” 



 

<Session 1> Biodiversity Assessment and Reporting: Concept and Cases 

During session 1, presided over by Kim, Dug-lae, Director-General of the Support Bureau of 

Gangwon Province for CBD COP12, André Mader explained the procedure of evaluating, 

planning, and reporting. He also outlined the relevant previous CBD Decisions that include 

requests to the Parties for implementation at the local government level, such as IX/28, X/22, and 

XI/8. He also explained about the national reports of Germany, South Africa, Myanmar, Sweden, 

Japan, Denmark, China, Belgium, and Korea, which include sections on subnational 

implementation . Lastly, he emphasized the necessity of national support for the development of 

the Local Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (LBSAP).  

Shela Patrickson explained what should be included in the biodiversity assessment reports and 

the Local Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (LBSAPs), and then gave an explanation 

about the relationship between NBSAPs and LBSAPs. 

Errol Douwes explained how eThekwini Municipality (Durban), South Africa, uses the Durban 

Metropolitan Open Space System (DMOSS) as a planning mechanism . He also described some 

successful projects and approaches, which focus on community engagement and upliftment to 

protect local biodiversity.  

Paul Dale introduced how São Paulo State, Brazil, created an Action Plan for implementing the 

CBD, and especially the Aichi Targets. Amongst the 7 projects in the Action Plan, 

communication, biodiversity assessment, reducing pressure on State biodiversity, sustainable 

production and consumption, biodiversity conservation tools, forest remnants program, and 

knowledge management were highlighted as priorities 

 

<Session 2> Biodiversity Assessment and Reporting: Panel Discussion 

Session 2, presided over by André Mader (CBD), was an opportunity to share the experiences of 

various leading cities of biodiversity through an interactive panel discussion. Members of the 

panel included:  

Nam-Su Mum, Director, Environmental Policy Division, Gangwon Provincial Government, 

South Korea;  

Paul Dale, Technical Advisor, the Secretariat for the Environment, São Paulo, Brazil;  

Vinicius Abilhoa, Biologist, Municipal Secretariat of Environment, Curitiba, Brazil;  

Ralladoddi Hampaiah, Chairman, Andhra Pradesh Biodiversity Board, Andra Pradesh, India;  

Yoshiaki Maeda, Assistant Director, Natural Environment Division, Aichi prefectural 

Government, Japan;  

Wendy Yapp, Deputy Director, Singapore National Park Board, Singapore;  

Nam-Choon Kim, Chairman, Organizing Committee of URBIO 2014;  



Errol Douwes, Branch manager, Development Planning, Environment and Management Unit, 

eThekwini Municipality, South Africa.  

 

-Enhancing Civic Awareness 

The panel shared various cases about enhancing civic awareness, for example, Vinicius Abilhoa 

from Curitiba, Brazil, described how biodiversity has been adopted as a subject in public school 

education; and Ralladoddi Hampaiah explained that from Andra Pradesh, India, implements 

public awareness programs that have a strong focus on community engagement, through a 

biodiversity committee consisting of citizens, public administration, NGOs, and other 

stakeholders to increase participation. Wendy Yapp from Singapore emphasized the importance 

of participation of interested stakeholders, and made reference to research showing that green 

spaces enhance health and recovery time of patients at hospitals. Singapore is now using this 

example as an educational resource for enhancing civic participation on the environmental 

projects. 

-Restoration of Biospecies and Job Creation 

Errol Douwes from eThekwini, South Africa, described a project that restores biodiversity and 

creates jobs in partnership with the national initiative, ‘Working for Water’, therefore addressing 

the high unemployment rate and creating an educational program. Ralladoddi Hampaiah showed 

how restoring biodiversity has benefitted the local economy through the planting of 7,000 trees 

and the installation of well-made water harvesting systems. Paul Dale introduced how São Paulo, 

Brazil, has created a forest restoration plan through connecting forest systems across the State. 

Mun, Nam-su from Gangwon Province, introduced various strategies that the Province is 

implementing, such as ecological river restoration, the operation of endangered species 

management organizations, projects in the demilitarized zone (DMZ) working towards its 

designation as UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, and a system to halt tourism for a year at valleys to 

allow the natural areas to recover.  

-Cooperation of Local Governments/Departments   

São Paulo State, Brazil, have created an ecological map that includes tropical forests. The 

Provincial government has partnered with the national government, as well as local governments, 

to support the implementation of state biodiversity corridors, and local governments have been 

updating the data every year.  

In Singapore, the Singapore National Parks is actually within the Ministry of Development, and 

therefore a green city is seen as a development issue, which has lead to it being called ‘the 

Garden City’. Key agendas for the city-state include urban development, transportation and 

housing, and various departments are engaged in forming a “green city” team. 

In Andhra Pradesh, India, a system is currently being implemented that collects 2% of the total 



profits of development projects, and channels this into the State’s biodiversity fund. 

In Cape Town, South Africa, a project was conducted to evaluate the ecosystem services in the 

city, and a key part of this project was the involvement of the City’s Finance Department, which 

resulted in their increased understanding and support. As a result of the project, communication 

with other departments was enhanced, and the monetary value of local biodiversity better 

understood. 

-Session 2 Conclusion 

The panel emphasized the importance of involving all partners in planning processes from the 

outset, including local communities, NGOs, research institutes and businesses partners. The 

panelists shared a variety of innovative examples being implemented around the world and in 

Korea, which emphasise the need for cross-departmental and inter-governmental collaboration.  

 

<Session 3> Biodiversity Assessment and Reporting: Question and Answer 

During the comprehensive discussion with the panels 

and the audiences, the major topics that were brought 

up as being significant included: mainstreaming 

biodiversity; enhancing public awareness; expanding 

protected areas by engaging with residents; the 

inherent role of national governments and local 

governments for implementing biodiversity policies; 

securing multi-level governance; the importance of 

collaborative consulting discussion systems; participation of indigenous groups with their 

autonomy of natural resources; and applicability of international funds for strengthening 

biodiversity.  

 

Day 2: 3 July 2014 

 

<Session 4> Strengthening Policy Framework for Subnational Action for 

Biodiversity in Korea 

The second day of the advisory meeting was focused on exploring biodiversity management at 

the local government level in Korea.  

Park, Yeon-hee, Director of 

ICLEI Korea Office: 

“The participation of citizens is 

essential for the successful 

establishment and implementation 

of policies.” 



Park, Yeon-hee, presided over session 4, and explained that this session was focused on 

strengthening the role of local governments for achieving the third Korean NBSAP and to 

explore local and global connections. Kim, Dug-lae, Director-General for the Support Bureau of 

Gangwon Province for CBD COP12, gave the 

welcoming remarks, and reiterated his support for the 

objectives of the meeting.  

André Mader and Shela Patrickson introduced a 

variety of user-friendly tools specifically for 

biodiversity conservation and management in cities 

and subnational governments, such as, the ICLEI 

Local Action for Biodiversity (LAB) Guidebook, 

Cities and Biodiversity Outlook, Singapore Index (or City Biodiversity Index), The Economics 

of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) Manual for Cities, LBSAP Guidelines, Communication, 

Education and Public Awareness (CEPA) Evaluation Design Toolkit (all are available on the 

ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center website: www.cbc.iclei.org).  

Park, Jung-joon, officer for the Biological Diversity Division, the Ministry of Environment of 

Korea gave a presentation about ‘Action Plan for Biodiversity Conservation with Local 

Governments.’ He explained the contents of the NBSAP and proposed some ways to expand 

local biodiversity strategies, to get institutional support of the central government, and to provide 

incentives (designation of a local core implementation process and administrative/financial 

support). He said as part of an effort, the Ministry of Environment is in the process of creating a 

project ‘Revitalization of Local Biodiversity Strategies’ with ICLEI. 

Shim, Suk-kyeong, professional officer from ICLEI Korea Office proposed the Korean National-

Subnational Partnership Programme, Local Action for Biodiversity - Korea (LAB-Korea) 

(working title). LAB-Korea will address the lack of awareness of local governments and the 

private sector about biodiversity and the need for its conservation through sustainable 

implementation at the local government level. LAB-

Korea is a stepwise program, based on national and 

international cooperation, including strengthening 

political will and support for local governments for 

conservation and management of biodiversity. Based 

on the methodology of the global LAB Program which 

has been running since 2006, ICLEI will be able to 

effectively utilize the experience, expertise, 

established global network to implement a program 

tailored for local governments in Korea. 

 

Kim, Dug-lae, Director-General, 

Support Bureau of Gangwon 

Province for CBD COP12: 

“I hope that today’s meeting is 

helpful for examining current state 

of policy supporting system of 

central government and for sharing 

visions for the future.” 

Kim, Dug-lae, Director-General, 

Support Bureau of Gangwon 

Province for CBD COP12: 

“Local governments can benefit 

from sharing domestic and foreign 

leading cases for their strategies for 

biodiversity today.” 



<Session 5> Biodiversity Actions by Subnational/Local Governments 

During Session 5, many local governments gave presentations on their biodiversity projects. 

Forests cover 82% of Gangwon Province’s surface area, and the presentation by the Province 

showcased some of the projects in progress for restoration and proliferation of endangered 

species like mountain goats, musk deer, Manchuria sika deer, and otters, as well as an 

investigation of traditional knowledge of biological resources, and establishment of various 

institutes of biological resources. 

Chungcheongnam Province gave a presentation on its successful Gully revival project which was 

implemented in 60 towns in the Province, with the participation of local residents. The project 

earned many awards for the restoration of gullies, which are small streams running through 

towns. 

Ansan City gave a presentation on its efforts to revitalize the ecology of Lake Shihwa and the 

progress made thus far. Lake Shihwa was created after the construction of the Shihwa tide 

embankment. However, due to a lack of consideration about environmental conservation, Lake 

Shihwa was polluted by wastewater and domestic sewage from the adjacent industrial complex. 

As a solution, Ansan City opened the tide embankment so that sea water can pass through, and as 

a result, many species returned to live in Lake Shihwa. 

Gangneung City gave a presentation on the restoration of ‘Gyeongpo Prickly Water Lilly 

Wetland’ which was previously an abandoned and polluted lagoon. Around 300,000 km
2
 wetland 

area was restored as water quality improved and indigenous vegetation was re-introduced. 

Aichi Prefecture, Japan, explained the process of establishing green areas along the river, 

through a partnership between residents, business operators, NPOs, and affiliated organizations 

of subnational governments. A biodiversity network was established within Aichi to share 

information and ideas towards achieving harmony between humans and nature. 

 

<Session 6> Group Discussions: Biodiversity Actions by Korean 

Subnational/Local Governments 

Shin, Nam-gyun, secretary-general of Gyeonggi Agenda 21, presided over session 6. In 2 groups, 

the participants discussed mainstreaming biodiversity policy, local action plans of management 

and conservation projects, public awareness enhancing projects and success factors.  

Group 1 (Shin Nam-gyun, Park Sun-young, Kim Ji-yoo, Kim Bo-kook, Lee Eun-jae, Lee Hyun-

ok, Park Seon-mi, Han Soon-keum, Choi Young-mi, Sagong Jeong-hee) emphasized the 

difficulty of mainstreaming biodiversity lay with the lack of interest and lack of financial aid 

from central government and the will of local government. Therefore, it is important to create an 



environment where governmental officials can support work to prepare a green map that can be 

used as supporting data for policy making. They also emphasized the importance of Biotope 

Mapping, implementing local projects such as research on flagship species, assessment of the 

value of ecological services, and provision of indicators from organizations with public 

confidence. They also proposed systematizing unorganized laws nationwide, preparing 

mechanisms for forming a social consensus, and appropriating a budget for conducting research.  

Group 2 (Lee Kye-sook, Lee Ja-hee, Kim Won-joo, Shim Suk-kyeong, Cho Young-gaak, Choi 

In-tae, Kwon Jeon-oh, Jeon Sun-hee, Jang Nam-jung) discussed the necessity of a proclamation 

for commitment from the heads of local governments, such as election pledges. Particular 

suggestions for the proclamation included: the operation of professional panels of biodiversity at 

the local level; periodic research and reports about the current status of ecology; participation of 

biodiversity panels on the city planning committee and the transportation committee; 

appropriating a budget for the making environment-related manuals. Additional ideas from the 

group included: the preparation of appropriate human resources; textbooks related to biodiversity; 

and the need of education about biodiversity and public awareness. For enhancing public 

awareness, they suggested utilizing traditional knowledge by using colloquial words and the 

record and upkeep of biodiversity related traditional knowledge by local governments.  

 

<Special Korean Session> Korean Roundtable on the LBSAPs 

During the round table session, local government officials and researchers from academic 

institutes participated and discussed local biodiversity strategies and action plans (LBSAPs). 

Firstly, the current progress of biodiversity strategies in Gyengsangnam Province, Gangwon 

Province and Gyeonggi Province was presented. In addition, the methodology used by Incheon 

City to produce a local biotope map was discussed as a possible model for the biodiversity 

strategies. Government officials and researchers whose regions do not have biodiversity 

strategies, were interested in the precedent cases. Plans were discussed for the establishment of 

suitable strategies in their regions.  

All participants emphasized that it is critical to develop strategies that are established according 

to the regional characteristics, with the participation of various departments and professionals in 

the region. It is also important to make the strategies fit into the third NBSAP that was 

established this year, but the regional issues should take precedence. Lastly it was discussed that 

the difficulty of establishing a budget for biodiversity was related to the will of local 

governments and civic consciousness. These related problems can be solved when the heads of 

local governments and citizens acknowledge the importance of biodiversity and the necessity of 

developing biodiversity strategies. 

All participants then discussed how to enhance a corporative relationship between central 

government and local governments. Additionally, the necessity of active participation of loval 



governments in the process of executing the budget, creating laws, and sharing opinions in the 

central government was emphasized. Participants from the different regions concluded that there 

was a need to share information and cooperate for the sustainability of local biodiversity 

strategies. 

 

<Meeting the Advisory Committee of Subnational Governments; Parallel 

Meeting of the Advisory Committee of Cities> 

During this meeting, the Advisory Committee on Cities / Subnational Governments and 

Biodiversity discussed logistical matters, including the objectives, composition of the Advisory 

Committee, mechanisms of communication and meetings. 

The majority of the meeting was focused on preparation for the Biodiversity Summit for Cities 

and Subnational Governments 2014, and the meeting also served as a platform to gather opinions 

for the preparation of the Gangwon Declaration. There was a discussion on the outcomes of the 

recent CBD WGRI meeting, and some suggestions to be incorporated into this text. There was 

also an exchange of ideas about how to align the Biodiversity Summit and the CBD COP even 

more closely into the future in order to enhance support of local/subnational governments to 

implement the CBD. 

 

<Closing Session> 

The Third Meeting of the Advisory Committee of 

Subnational Governments that took place on July 2
nd

 – 

3
rd

 was a wonderful opportunity for sharing 

international case studies from some of the leading 

cities implementing biodiversity strategies, with 

various domestic examples and expertise from Korean 

local governments for establishing biodiversity 

strategies. Participants agreed that this meeting was a 

meaningful and beneficial opportunity for learning and 

for developing Korean LBSAPs.  

Gi, Soon-sik, director for the Support Bureau of 

Gangwon-do for CBD COP12, said “I thank the global 

committee members and domestic participants who 

came to the meeting and shared advanced biodiversity 

strategies.” Then, he continued “we (the Support 

Bureau of Gangwon-do for CBD COP12) will do our 

Park, Yeon-hee, Director of 

ICLEI Korea Office: 

“I hope we can have even more 

advanced and deeper discussions at 

the Biodiversity Summit 2014 this 

October. The Biodiversity Summit 

for Cities and Subnational 

Governments 2014 will take place 

at Grand Ballroom of Pyeongchang 

Alpensia on October 12
th

 – 14
th

 

with the participation of hundreds 

international and domestic local 

governments, experts, and local and 

international organisations, such as 

CBD Secretariat and ICLEI CBC.” 



best to successfully host the CBD COP12 in October”.  

Park, Yeon-hee, director of ICLEI Korea Office concluded and thanked all who attended and 

presented case studies and ideas. She recognized that this was an opportunity to acknowledge the 

importance of strengthening awareness about biodiversity once again.  

 

Written by ICLEI Korea Office 

July 3-4, 2014 


